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Ibn Rajabâ€™s essay Refutation of Those Who Do Not Follow the Four Schools advocates for the

necessity of following Islamic scholarship in general, and legal scholarship in particular. A large

portion of the essay covers the history of the development of Islamic scholarship and how the

Muslim Community came to recognize scholars as the source for authoritative knowledge. Readers

of the essay will notice that Ibn Rajab is engaging individuals who saw themselves as equal or

superior to prior generations of scholars, free to cast aside scholarship and to reinterpret without

any need for requisite skills and knowledge. Although written seven centuries ago, it might as well

have written with todayâ€™s reformers in mind.
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This book is a beautiful refutation of those who attempt to discredit the MadhÄ•hib and the people

who claim to follow the MadhÄ•hib whilst attacking the scholars associated. This is definitely

something that every student of Fiqh MUST have in their library, as well as any laymen interested in

knowledge.

Amazing and so timely it could have been written yesterday, because the defects of the souls who

lead one to left the schools and search to attract the attention on oneself is a timeless affair. It's a

book which should be on every student of knowledge shelve and the best argumentation to this day

about this issue. It tackle as well the issue of pseudo-following a school while in reality claiming in

practice to be an independent thinker.The translation is great as well as the benchmarking and the

biographies help a lot to situate all the people Ibn Rajab speak about;
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